
   
 

 

 

Daily evidence digest  19 May 2020 

ICU modelling, nutritional risk, spinal cord injury, diabetes 

 

Peer reviewed journals featured:  

 Evidence of increasing diversification of COVID-19 strains here 

 A global analysis on infection prevention and control strategies in health settings here 

 Clinical significance of nutritional risk screening for older adult patients with COVID-19 here 

 Diabetes and COVID-19: evidence, current status and unanswered research questions here 

 Real time tracking of self-reported symptoms to predict potential COVID-19 here 

 The UK’s public health response to COVID-19 here  

 Patient safety and quality improvement skills to employ during the COVID-19 surge here  

 Recommendations for COVID-19 screening and triage challenges in spinal cord injury here  

Lancet journals include: 

o A cross sectional study of risk factors for COVID-19 in primary care here  
o An insight piece on diabetes management during the COVID-19 here 

o Multidisciplinary guidance on tracheostomy during COVID-19 here  
o An editorial on uncertainty, scientific consensus and policy here 

JAMA journals published:  

o An ethical framework to allocate inpatient medications for COVID-19 in the US here 

o Discussions about prone positioning in non-intubated patients with acute respiratory 

failure here, here and here. 

o A viewpoint on the need for real time data to assess when to re-open society here 

Letters focus on:  

 Modelling of impact in intensive care units in NSW here and Australia here  

 A letter on RNA recombination event in the COVID-19 genome here 

 Letters cautioning the use of herbal drugs here; steam inhalation and paediatric burns during 
the COVID-19 pandemic here; ethical global leadership on health equity here 

 Skin involvement in COVID-19 infection here 

 Co-infection with COVID-19 and influenza A virus here 

Pre-peer review papers: 

 Tracking COVID-19 public health responses using genomics here  

 Determinants of COVID-19 mortality are evaluated using 140 countries’ data here 

 Country differences in hospitalisation, length of stay and admission to ICU here 

 A modelling study analysing the effect of relaxing lockdown control measures here  

 A systematic review and meta-analysis on the extent of true asymptomatic cases here 

 The dynamics of contact and airborne transmission between individuals indoors here 

The daily evidence digest collates recently released reports and evidence – provision of these 

links does not imply endorsement nor recommendation. 

 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jmv.26018
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/infection-control-and-hospital-epidemiology/article/examining-the-current-intelligence-on-covid19-and-infection-prevention-and-control-strategies-in-health-settings-a-global-analysis/92A6DE5D0B61CBEB5880F7A9FCC5C03F
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41430-020-0659-7
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41430-020-0652-1
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-020-0916-2
https://www.bmj.com/content/369/bmj.m1932?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_term=hootsuite&utm_content=sme&utm_campaign=usage
https://academic.oup.com/intqhc/advance-article/doi/10.1093/intqhc/mzaa050/5836316
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41394-020-0284-7
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(20)30371-6/fulltext#%20
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landia/article/PIIS2213-8587(20)30181-9/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanres/article/PIIS2213-2600(20)30230-7/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(20)30378-9/fulltext
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2766294
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2766291
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2766292
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2766290
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2766293
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2020/212/10/modelling-impact-covid-19-intensive-care-services-new-south-wales
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2020/212/10/when-system-breaks-queueing-theory-model-intensive-care-bed-needs-during-covid
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2020/emerging-viral-mutants-australia-suggest-rna-recombination-event-sars-cov-2-covid-19
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31143-0/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31144-2/fulltext#%20
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31145-4/fulltext#%20
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/jmv.26012
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jmv.26014
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.05.12.20099929v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.05.12.20099093v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.05.12.20099473v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.05.12.20099721v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.05.10.20097543v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.05.12.20099085v1
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The daily evidence digest collates recently released reports and 

evidence – provision of these links does not imply endorsement nor 

recommendation. 

 

Reviews: 

 The Cochrane Library released a collection on maintaining health and wellbeing here  

 Four new reviews from McMaster Health Forum on screening approaches for non-health 

settings here, temperature screening at borders here, loss of taste and smell as screening items 

here, and international lessons on re-opening non COVID-19 activities in hospital here   

 

Other resources and news: 

 WHO has released tools for countries to implement non-pharmaceutical interventions for 
COVID-19 here 

 A tool for assisting health systems model and estimate 1-30 days ahead to meet hospital 
specific demand for medical and ICU beds, ventilators, PPE, medications and staffing here 

 

Guidance released includes: 

 ECRI released a risk assessment on paediatric inflammatory multisystem syndrome and 

COVID-19 infection in children here 

 WHO has developed a case definition and case report form for multisystem inflammatory 
disorder in children and adolescents here and tools for countries to implement non-
pharmaceutical interventions for COVID-19 here 

 NICE guidelines on chronic kidney disease here and interstitial lung disease here 

 Australian and New Zealand College of Anaesthetists statement on PPE here 

 An operating framework for urgent and planned services in hospital settings in the NHS here 
 CDC guidance on criteria for testing in animals here and guidance for COVID-19 patients who 

have pets at home here 

 
Twitter: 

@bmj_latest perspective on local innovation during the pandemic with an example shared around the 

emergency delivery of oxygen saturation probes to patients here  

@IFICInfo realising the true value of integrated care beyond COVID-19 here 

@ConversationEDU costs versus benefits of the COVID-19 shutdown in Australia here 

Newspaper article in Washington post on the use of thermal cameras at airports and companies by 

@drewharwell with commentary by @EricTopol sharing its unhelpful and the method hasn’t been 

validated to prevent spread of COVID-19 here  

 

https://www.cochranelibrary.com/collections/doi/SC000044/full
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/covidend/rapid-evidence-profiles/covid-19-rep-10_screening.pdf?sfvrsn=6f8657d5_2
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/covidend/rapid-evidence-profiles/covid-19-rep-8_temperature-screening.pdf?sfvrsn=fb8557d5_4
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/covidend/rapid-evidence-profiles/covid-19-rep-9_loss-of-taste-smell-for-screening.pdf?sfvrsn=e18557d5_4
https://www.mcmasterforum.org/docs/default-source/covidend/rapid-evidence-profiles/covid-19-rep-7_hospital-reopening.pdf?sfvrsn=38457d5_2
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/332099
https://www.ahrq.gov/patient-safety/settings/hospital/surgecapacitytool.html?fbclid=IwAR3MrIfHH6B9tTkF4ajS2rog2uJjtz7MTzC1LQAonH0KYo1dh2_czBGdBe0
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e6613a1dc75b87df82b78e1/t/5ebe9a48378d68147eead772/1589549644090/covid-19-risk-assessment-paediatric-inflammatory-multisystem-syndrome-15-May-2020.pdf
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/332095
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/332099
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng176/resources/covid19-rapid-guideline-chronic-kidney-disease-pdf-66141964574917
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng177/resources/covid19-rapid-guideline-interstitial-lung-disease-pdf-66141966254533
https://www.anzca.edu.au/documents/pcu_anzca-covid-ppe-statement_20200330.pdf
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/wp-content/uploads/sites/52/2020/05/Operating-framework-for-urgent-and-planned-services-within-hospitals.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1zlWjrf7RLPY8izQ06yajNuHGAtGxpG6XGeCeH4XJUczjdG7vgEQkLBG4
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/animal-testing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/interim-guidance-managing-people-in-home-care-and-isolation-who-have-pets.html
https://www.bmj.com/content/369/bmj.m1855?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_term=hootsuite&utm_content=sme&utm_campaign=usage
https://integratedcarefoundation.org/covid-19-knowledge/realising-the-true-value-of-integrated-care-beyond-covid-19
https://theconversation.com/the-costs-of-the-shutdown-are-overestimated-theyre-outweighed-by-its-1-trillion-benefit-138303
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2020/05/11/thermal-scanners-are-latest-technology-being-deployed-detect-coronavirus-they-dont-really-work/

