
   
 

 

 

Daily evidence digest  20 May 2020 

Safety of corticosteroids, infection control measures, climate and mortality risk 

 

Peer reviewed journals featured:  

 “Wrong but useful” a perspective in the NEJM about what epidemiologic models can tell us here 

 A climate-based model simulating the size and spread of COVID-19 here 

 A narrative account of the epidemiology of the COVID-19 outbreak here 

 A systematic review on the efficacy and safety of corticosteroids for COVID-19 here  

 Epidemiological analysis using ‘back-projection’ techniques, drawing on Australian data here 

 An analysis of biomarkers predictive of mortality based on machine learning here 

 The use of video consultations during COVID-19 here 

 New lines of attack and possible targets for drugs and therapeutics here 

 A resource on COVID-19 treatment simulations here 

Articles in the Lancet journals: 

 Commentary about global coordination of COVID-19 travel and trade restrictions here 

 Management of acute kidney injury in patients with COVID-19 here 

 A prevention and containment plan for Indigenous populations, a case study from Bolivia here 

JAMA journals include:  

 A US viewpoint on the need for a national health IT infrastructure here 

 A viewpoint on implications for telehealth in a post pandemic future here 

Letters on: 

 Emergency ambulance services for heart attack and stroke during UK lockdown here  

 Sero-prevalence of COVID-19 antibodies in Los Angeles county here 

Pre-peer review papers feature: 

 Perceived versus proven COVID-19 specific immune responses in healthcare workers here 

 An epidemiological study on infection rate, deaths and ambient temperature here 

 A serial echocardiographic study on COVID-19 patients admitted to the intensive care unit here 

Reviews: 

 The Cochrane library released a collection of reviews on critical care relevant to COVID-19 here  

 A rapid review of the effectiveness of mast cell stabilisers, leukotriene antagonists and 

antihistamines here  

Guidance: 

 The Australian Diabetes Society released a clinical guide on the use of telehealth for people 
with diabetes related foot disease here 

The daily evidence digest collates recently released reports and evidence – provision of these 

links does not imply endorsement nor recommendation. 

 

https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2016822
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/05/15/science.abc2535
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/article/epidemiology-of-coronavirus-disease-2019covid19-caused-by-sarscov2/D37BD773AEE108496B8389AE891D5150
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32409522/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/article/backprojection-of-covid19-diagnosis-counts-to-assess-infection-incidence-and-control-measures-analysis-of-australian-data/663642F6D4D880EDD9AEFE4467FB19CA
https://www.nature.com/articles/s42256-020-0180-7
https://bmjleader.bmj.com/content/early/2020/05/17/leader-2020-000262
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41587-020-00013-z
https://covid19rx.nejm.org/landing/index.html
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31032-1/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanres/article/PIIS2213-2600(20)30229-0/fulltext#%20
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31104-1/fulltext
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2766368
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2766369
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31031-X/fulltext
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2766367
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.05.12.20094524v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.05.15.20102798v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.05.12.20095885v1
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/collections/doi/SC000039/full
https://www.cebm.net/covid-19/mast-cell-stabilisers-leukotriene-antagonists-and-antihistamines-a-rapid-review-of-effectiveness-in-covid-19/
https://www.diabeticfootaustralia.org/wp-content/uploads/Australian-Clinical-Guide-for-Telehealth-V1.0-14.05.20.pdf
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Twitter: 

 @Healthconsumers has new factsheets to support family carers during COVID-19. Providing 
practical info on caring at home, hospital, arranging funerals and coping with grief, use of 
telehealth and checking online health info here 

 @BMJ_latest, how should we approach advanced care planning during the pandemic? Policy 
and practice should focus less on advanced care plans and more on the planning process here  

 Editorial on patient data and privacy in the COVID-19 @BMJ_latest here 

 @BMJ_latest COVID19 and accelerating the threat of antimicrobial resistance here 

 A thread and discussion on smoking and COVID-19 here.  

 @BMJ here and @MJA here impact of COVID19 on medical education  

 @MJAeditor has tweeted a news article here COVID-19 and risk on public transport in NSW 
Sydney public transport overhaul to practice social distancing through reduced capacity, and 
discussion on what we can learn from overseas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/HCNSW/status/1262305938083581952
https://twitter.com/bmj_latest/status/1262456693742604288
https://www.bmj.com/content/369/bmj.m1925?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_term=hootsuite&utm_content=sme&utm_campaign=usage
https://twitter.com/bmj_latest/status/1262488336930869250
https://twitter.com/EricTopol/status/1262441494662639616
https://twitter.com/bmj_latest/status/1262362314164011013
https://twitter.com/theMJA/status/1262186139122667520
https://twitter.com/MJA_Editor/status/1262223359405772800

