
   
 

 

 

Daily evidence digest  28 May 2020 

Ventilation techniques, medical education, neurosurgery, smoking and nicotine 

 

Peer reviewed journals featured:  

 An Australian response to the COVID-19 and implications on neurosurgery practice here 

 Admissions, emergency department visits and prevention clinic referrals at a regional stroke 
centre in Canada here 

 Tips for supporting competency-based medical education during COVID-19 in light of disrupted 
training here 

 A case report on sudden severe thrombocytopenia recovering patient COVID-19 here 

 Comparison and evaluation of different serological tests here 

 A perspective on tobacco smoking and COVID-19 infection here 

 A living systematic review on ventilation techniques and risk for transmission here 

 A viewpoint on adverse consequences of rushing a vaccine here 

 A commentary on mass-surveillance technologies to fight coronavirus spread in Israel here 

 
The BMJ published two rapid reviews:  

 On the scope, quality, and inclusivity of clinical guidelines produced early in the COVID-19 
pandemic here  

 Whether video consultations can replace face-to-face interviews in palliative medicine here 
 

Letters published focused on:  

 Acute stroke with multiple infarctions and COVID-19, France, 2020 here 

 A note on Benford’s law and looking for errors here 

 An observational study on the loss of smell and taste in 2013 patients with mild to moderate 

COVID-19 here 

 

Letters in the Lancet:  

 Caution against corticosteroid-based COVID-19 treatment here 

 The response of Assistance Publique–Hôpitaux de Paris here 

 COVID-19-associated hyperviscosity: a link between inflammation and thrombophilia? here 

 

  

The daily evidence digest collates recently released reports and evidence – provision of these 

links does not imply endorsement nor recommendation. 

 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32450310/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/canadian-journal-of-neurological-sciences/article/covid19-stroke-admissions-emergency-department-visits-and-prevention-clinic-referrals/44F470D4FED95A43B317CF35B4B97EA9
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32450049/
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanhae/article/PIIS2352-3026(20)30175-7/fulltext#%20
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41420-020-0275-2
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanres/article/PIIS2213-2600(20)30239-3/fulltext#%20
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-2306
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2766651
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-020-0927-z
https://www.bmj.com/content/369/bmj.m1936
https://spcare.bmj.com/content/early/2020/05/26/bmjspcare-2020-002326
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/9/20-1791_article
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-01565-5
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M20-2428
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)30749-2/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31210-1/fulltext#%20
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31209-5/fulltext
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The daily evidence digest collates recently released reports and 

evidence – provision of these links does not imply endorsement nor 

recommendation. 

 

Pre-peer review papers feature: 

 A modelling study on multiple interventions to balance healthcare demand for controlling 

COVID-19 outbreaks here 

 A cross-cultural study on knowledge, attitude, practice and fear of COVID-19 here 

 A case series describing the characteristics of ischaemic stroke in COVID-19 here 

 Outcomes from COVID-19 across the range of frailty: excess mortality in fitter older people here 

 The use of wastewater and sludge samples to test for COVID-19 genetic material here 

 

Reports and reviews:  

 A report from the UK’s Mental Health Foundation on The COVID-19 pandemic, financial 

inequality and mental health here  

 The Centre for Evidence Based Medicine published a review on the role of nicotine in COVID-

19 infection here 

 
The World Health Organisation released: 

 A population-based age-stratified sero-epidemiological investigation protocol for COVID-19 
infection here 

 A scientific brief on smoking and COVID-19 here 
 

 

https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.05.19.20107326v1.full.pdf
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.05.26.20113233v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.05.25.20111047v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.05.22.20110486v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.05.25.20112706v1.full.pdf
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/sites/default/files/MHF-covid-19-inequality-mental-health-briefing.pdf?utm_source=The%20King%27s%20Fund%20newsletters%20%28main%20account%29&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=11559284_NEWSL_HMP%202020-05-26&dm_i=21A8,6VR78,FLX5VX,RNEBF,1
https://www.cebm.net/covid-19/nicotine-replacement-therapy/
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/332188
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/332182

