
 

 

Daily evidence digest  12 June 2020 

Mental health, drug repositioning, phone apps and homelessness  

Peer reviewed journals featured: 

 A survey on the mental health of Australians in the first month of COVID-19 restrictions here  

 A comment on addressing the public mental health challenge during COVID-19 here 

 A systematic review on the potential of drug repositioning as a short-term strategy for the control 

and treatment of COVID-19 here 

 A rapid review on the efficacy of N95 respirators versus surgical masks to prevent nosocomial 

COVID-19 infection here 

 Feasibility and implementation of telemedicine for spinal surgeons during COVID-19 here 

 Rapid guidelines on managing ICU surge during the COVID-19 pandemic here 

 An observational study on an COVID-19 education, self-assessment and symptom monitoring via a 

phone app here 

 Addressing COVID-19 among people experiencing homelessness in Boston  here 

 Palliative care support for patients with heart failure during COVID-19 here 

 A systematic review of medical student disaster training programs to prepare for a pandemic here 

 A perspective on paying hospitals to stay empty in order to respond to a surge here 

 The impact of COVID-19 on an emergency medical service system in Japan here 

 The importance of death certification during COVID-19 here 

 Perspective articles in the NEJM on compassionate care in ICU here and oncologic decision 

making during COVID-19 here 

 

Letters and correspondence discussed: 

 PVC membrane as a barrier against transmission during advanced airway management here 

 

Reviews: 

 The Canadian National Collaborating Centre for Methods and Tools featured three rapid reviews:  

o Mitigating the risk of re-opening food processing plants here 

o The use of voluntary smartphone apps for COVID-19 contact tracing here 

o Mitigating the risk of re-opening personal services here 

 An ECRI report on optimal timing for tracheotomy in patients with acute respiratory failure here  

The daily evidence digest collates recently released reports and evidence – provision of these 

links does not imply endorsement nor recommendation. 

 

https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2020/mental-health-people-australia-first-month-covid-19-restrictions-national-survey
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpsy/article/PIIS2215-0366(20)30240-6/fulltext
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs00705-020-04693-5
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article/file?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0234025&type=printable
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/2192568220932168
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00134-020-06092-5
https://preprints.jmir.org/preprint/19822/accepted
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0033354920936227
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/1474515120932814
https://pmj.bmj.com/content/early/2020/06/09/postgradmedj-2020-137906
https://catalyst.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/CAT.20.0232
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/ams2.534
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2767262
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2007781?query=featured_secondary
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2006588?query=featured_secondary
https://ccforum.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13054-020-02985-5
https://www.nlcahr.mun.ca/CHRSP/COVIDQRRprocplantsJune2020.pdf
https://www.nlcahr.mun.ca/CHRSP/COVID19contacttraceJune2020.pdf
https://www.nlcahr.mun.ca/CHRSP/COVIDPservicesJune2020.pdf
https://assets.ecri.org/PDF/COVID-19-Resource-Center/COVID-19-Clinical-Care/COVID-ECRI-HTA-Optimal-Timing-Performing-Tracheotomy.pdf
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The daily evidence digest collates recently released reports and 

evidence – provision of these links does not imply endorsement nor 

recommendation. 

 

Other resources: 

 OECD modelling on the path to economic recovery here 
 Advice sent to NHS organisations on reducing nosocomial infection in healthcare workers during 

COVID-19 here  

 An audio interview on the impact of COVID-19 on minority communities here 

 

Indigenous perspectives of COVID-19 

Following reconciliation week, local and international Indigenous perspectives of COVID-19: 

 Including Maori and Pasifika as a part of planning New Zealand's COVID-19 recovery here 

 A Group of Eight Australia report outlining a roadmap to recovery, includes the care of 
Indigenous Australians from page 150 here 

 Canada’s unequal health system may make remote Indigenous communities more vulnerable to 
COVID-19 here 

 Tribal community perspectives in the US during COVID-19 here 

 

 

 

 

Critical Intelligence Unit  

What changes have been made to healthcare practices in response to COVID-19?   
Share your insights here before the survey closes on Friday 12 June 2020.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.oecd.org/economic-outlook/june-2020/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/wp-content/uploads/sites/52/2020/06/C0586-minimising-nosocomial-infections-in-the-nhs.pdf
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMe2021935?query=featured_home
https://theconversation.com/recession-hits-maori-and-pasifika-harder-they-must-be-part-of-planning-new-zealands-covid-19-recovery-137763
https://go8.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Go8-Road-to-Recovery.pdf
https://theconversation.com/canadas-unequal-health-system-may-make-remote-indigenous-communities-more-vulnerable-to-the-coronavirus-134963
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/tribal/index.html
https://qars.cec.health.nsw.gov.au/SurveyEntry/Create?i=e420610b-ce9e-47cf-a2c4-642ec0984c3b&d=0c6b9860-164a-43b4-a3a2-b886a0009904

