
   
 

 

 

Daily evidence digest  19 June 2020 

Genome, telemedicine, ethics, dexamethasone trial  

Peer reviewed journals featured: 

 Genome-wide association study of severe COVID-19 with respiratory failure here 

 Management of used PPE and COVID-19 waste in South Korea here 

 A framework for managing anticoagulation-related gastrointestinal bleeding during COVID-19 here 

 A modelling study on border control and quarantine measures here 

 Design and development of COVID-19 risk assessment decision support system for GPs here 

 International comparison of guidelines for managing neonates during COVID-19 here 

 A retrospective study on a triage and telemedicine protocol to optimise infection control in an 

emergency department in Taiwan here  

 Telemedicine enabled accelerated discharge of hospitalised COVID-19 patients to isolation in 

repurposed hotel rooms here 

 Ethical analysis of: triaging critical care resources in COVID-19 here and media focus on healthcare 

workers as heroes during COVID-19 here 

 A comment article on delivering evidence-based critical care for mechanically ventilated patients 

with COVID-19 here 

 Diabetic foot disease management during COVID-19 here 

 Changes in indications for radiotherapy during COVID-19 here   

 Use of telemedicine and virtual care for remote treatment here 

 A scoping review on diagnosing COVID-19 in the emergency department here 

 

Letters and correspondence discussed: 

 A negative pressure individual isolation system for CT scans of suspected COVID-19 patients here  

 Infection control in the medical imaging department here 

 A retrospective study on incidence of acute ischaemic stroke and rate of mechanical thrombectomy 

in a US tertiary care telemedicine network here 

 Prone positioning in awake, non-intubated patients with hypoxemic respiratory failure here 

  

The daily evidence digest collates recently released reports and evidence – provision of these 

links does not imply endorsement nor recommendation. 

 

https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2020283?query=featured_home
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0734242X20933343
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs10620-020-06408-x
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32540727/
https://preprints.jmir.org/preprint/19786/accepted
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41390-020-0976-5
https://preprints.jmir.org/preprint/20586/accepted
https://www.atsjournals.org/doi/pdf/10.1164/rccm.202004-1238OE
https://jme.bmj.com/content/early/2020/06/15/medethics-2020-106320
https://jme.bmj.com/content/early/2020/06/16/medethics-2020-106398
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanres/article/PIIS2213-2600(20)30266-6/fulltext#%20
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1871402120301922?via%3Dihub
https://ro-journal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13014-020-01579-3
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs10916-020-01596-5
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/acem.14048
https://emj.bmj.com/content/early/2020/06/16/emermed-2020-209851
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1939865420300400?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1878875020313115?via%3Dihub
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/fullarticle/2767575
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The daily evidence digest collates recently released reports and 

evidence – provision of these links does not imply endorsement nor 

recommendation. 

 

Pre-peer review papers feature: 

  A systematic review and a meta-analysis of prevalence of chemosensory dysfunction here 

 Cross-sectional survey on potential barriers and facilitators among high risk individuals for uptake of 

a COVID-19 vaccine here 

 Observational cohort study on prevalence of delirium as a COVID-19 symptom in older adults here 

 Longitudinal study on the National Early Warning Scores (NEWS /NEWS2) and COVID-19 deaths 

in UK care homes here 

 External validation of the COVID-19 Vulnerability (C-19) Index using an international network of 

observational healthcare datasets here 

Guidance and evidence checks  

 The World Health Organisation (WHO)  

o published a scientific brief on releasing COVID-19 patients from isolation here 

o noted preliminary results on dexamethasone use in critically ill COVID-19 patients here 

o announced discontinuation of the hydroxychloroquine arm of the Solidarity Trial here 

 The Australian Health Protection Principal Committee also noted the dexamethasone trial here 

 The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) published a broad-ranging 

report on the impact of COVID-19 on young people here 

 The Newfoundland and Labrador Centre for Applied Health Research released a report on 

strategies to reduce the impact of a second wave of COVID-19 in long term care facilities here 

Twitter update  

Second waves, mental health and patient-provider communications  

From @MJA_editor, cases increasing in China here, @AFP also reporting on the new cluster and 
response in China here, @minhealthnz New Zealand ends COVID-19 free streak here, and from the 
Guardian here. @EricTopol on the explainer of accuracy of false positive antibody tests to COVID-
19 here with and fast and strong responses save lives here. @BMJ_latest on decision making during 
COVID-19 here. 
 
@Ian_Hickie,@LRussellWolpe tweeting about the mental health surge from local news 
sources here, here and blog from @BMJ_latest on preparing for post-intensive care for COVID-19 
patients through trauma-informed care framework here and indirect impact of COVID-19 and the de-
conditioning pandemic here. @Harwardhealth featuring a blog on global mental health in the time of 

COVID-19 here  

 
@BMJ_latest blog on how #COVID19 might change the patient-provider relationships here and from 
@Jpex communication for equity during COVID-19 here. 
 
  

 

 

https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.06.15.20132134v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.06.16.20132480v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.06.15.20131722v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.06.15.20131516v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.06.15.20130328v1
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/332451
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/16-06-2020-who-welcomes-preliminary-results-about-dexamethasone-use-in-treating-critically-ill-covid-19-patients
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/events-as-they-happen
https://www.health.gov.au/news/australian-health-protection-principal-committee-ahppc-statement-on-preliminary-media-reports-of-the-results-of-a-randomised-trial-of-the-use-of-dexamethasone
http://www.oecd.org/coronavirus/policy-responses/youth-and-covid-19-response-recovery-and-resilience-c40e61c6/
https://www.nlcahr.mun.ca/CHRSP/COVID192ndwaveLTC.pdf
https://twitter.com/MJA_Editor/status/1272043793319989250
https://twitter.com/AFP/status/1272730995280601088
https://twitter.com/minhealthnz/status/1272704961520910336
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jun/16/outbreaks-in-beijing-and-new-zealand-highlight-perils-of-relaxing-rules?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https://twitter.com/EricTopol/status/1272990054336495616
https://twitter.com/EricTopol/status/1273358965292687360
https://twitter.com/bmj_latest/status/1272895477793644547
https://twitter.com/ian_hickie/status/1272081076375052288
https://insidestory.org.au/covid-19s-second-wave/
https://twitter.com/bmj_latest/status/1272963438004887552
https://twitter.com/annalowephysio/status/1272770752467603457
https://twitter.com/HarvardHealth/status/1273239106068283392/photo/1
https://twitter.com/DrJTJohnson/status/1272559073146417154
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/2374373520933110

