
   
 

 

 

Daily evidence digest  3 July 2020 

Frailty, intensive care, social distancing, and telehealth  

Peer reviewed journals featured 

 A multicentre cohort study on the effect of frailty on survival in patients with COVID-19 here 

 A systematic review and meta-analysis of outcomes from intensive care here 

 Reflecting on experiences of social distancing here 

 An editorial on the social and health consequences of prolonged school closures here 

 US Veterans Health Administration expansion telehealth services during COVID-19 here 

 A modelling study assessing the potential of the COVIDSafe app to sustained control here 

 A survey on the use of cardiac tele-rehabilitation during COVID-19 in Belgium here 

 A rapid review of the early responses of neurosurgical practice to the COVID-19 pandemic here 

 A narrative review on changes in clinical guidelines of gestational diabetes screening and 

management during COVID-19 outbreak here 

 A case study on application of a system theory model for rapid adoption of existing telehealth 

technologies during COVID-19 here 

 A brief communication on the overlap of pathophysiology of cystic fibrosis and COVID-19 here 

 Commentary on whether doctors tackling COVID-19 should be immune from negligence claims 

here 

Letters and correspondence discussed: 

 Identification of inhibitory immune checkpoints on natural killer cells in COVID-19 here 

 Questioning studies on droplets and aerosols generated by human speech here  

 A spotlight on child abuse and neglect response in the time of COVID-19 here 

 A letter outlining an Australian survey on the willingness to vaccinate against COVID-19 here 

 

Pre-peer review papers feature 

 A retrospective analysis of social distancing causally impacting the spread of SARS-CoV-2 here 

 

  

The daily evidence digest collates recently released reports and evidence – provision of these 

links does not imply endorsement nor recommendation. 

 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(20)30146-8/fulltext
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/anae.15201
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31485-9/fulltext#%20
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(20)30144-4/fulltext
https://catalyst.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/CAT.20.0327
https://www.phrp.com.au/issues/june-2020-volume-30-issue-2/stemming-the-flow-how-much-can-the-australian-smartphone-app-help-to-control-covid-19/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32602812/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32599184/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32593935/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/lrh2.10239
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41435-020-0103-y
https://www.bmj.com/content/370/bmj.m2487
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41423-020-0493-9
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(20)30558-2/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(20)30143-2/fulltext#%20
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(20)30559-4/fulltext
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.06.29.20143131v1
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Guidance and reports  

 Cochrane has updated its special collection with an update on antibody tests for identification of 

current and past infection with SARS-CoV-2 here 

News and blogs 

 Blog on partner violence during COVID-19 and expanding our understanding of safety here 

 News feature from Nature on a race to determine what drives COVID-19 severity here 

Twitter 

Trending overnight from several media outlets was the news that the US government is buying most of 

the global supply of remdesivir from the US pharmaceutical company Gilead for the next three months 

here, here and here 

@Gileadsciences have released the pricing in an open letter here, which has raised criticism that the 

cost will be US$3,200 for a six day treatment, compared to the cost of production of remdesivir 

estimated to be US$6 for a six day course treatment. Fair and equitable access as well as profiteering 

have been raised as major issues. Some remdesivir has been reported to have been provided to 

Australia’s stockpile here. Remdesivir is associated with clinical improvements in some of the outcomes 

and fewer serious adverse events here 

@theMJA insights on Melbourne’s COVID-19 second wave exposes multicultural ‘data hole’ here 

@hospiceUK on how has COVID-19 affected grief and bereavement here 

 

 

https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14651858.CD013652/full
https://blogs.bmj.com/bmj/2020/07/01/intimate-partner-violence-during-covid-19-expanding-our-understanding-of-safety/
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-01915-3
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/jun/30/us-buys-up-world-stock-of-key-covid-19-drug?CMP=share_btn_tw
https://twitter.com/NYDailyNews/status/1278435974196887554
https://twitter.com/SBSNews/status/1278194320655282177
https://twitter.com/GileadSciences/status/1277559777569067008
https://twitter.com/MelissaSweetDr/status/1278316817912483845
https://www.nice.org.uk/advice/es27/chapter/Key-messages
https://insightplus.mja.com.au/2020/25/melbournes-covid-19-second-wave-exposes-multicultural-data-hole/
https://twitter.com/hospiceuk/status/1277896910242635778

