
   
 

 

Daily evidence digest  20 August 2021 

 

School closures and COVID-19 transmission, convalescent plasma for 

high-risk outpatients, advance care planning during COVID-19 

Peer reviewed journals featured: 

• A systematic review of observational studies on school closures and community transmission here 

• A randomised controlled trial of early convalescent plasma for high-risk COVID-19 outpatients here 

• Observational studies on: 

o Association of age and paediatric household transmission of SARS-CoV-2 here and 

associated editorial here 

o Associations of Pfizer vaccination with SARS-CoV-2 infection and COVID-19 hospital 

admission and death in nursing homes and healthcare workers here 

o Longitudinal analysis of antibody decay in convalescent COVID-19 patients here 

o Clinical validation of an open-access SARS-COV-2 antigen detection lateral flow assay, 

compared to commercially available assays here 

o The size and culturability of patient-generated SARS-CoV-2 aerosol here 

• Editorials on: 

o The impact of COVID-19 on nursing here 

o COVID-19 counterfactual comparisons here 

• Commentary on: 

o Confronting the Delta variant in the US here 

o System-wide advance care planning during COVID-19 here 

o Nightingale units and fever hospitals as responses to COVID-19 in the UK here 

Letters and correspondences discussed: 

• Breakthrough infections in Pfizer-vaccinated healthcare workers here 

• Myocarditis after mRNA vaccination here 

  

The daily evidence digest collates recently released reports and evidence – provision of these 

links does not imply endorsement nor recommendation. 

 

https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/11/8/e053371
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2103784?query=featured_coronavirus
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2783022
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2783027
https://www.bmj.com/content/374/bmj.n1868
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-021-96171-4
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0256352
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41370-021-00376-8
https://ebn.bmj.com/content/early/2021/08/17/ebnurs-2021-103464
https://jech.bmj.com/content/early/2021/08/17/jech-2021-216825
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2783478
https://catalyst.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/CAT.21.0188
https://www.bmj.com/content/374/bmj.n2013
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMc2108076?query=featured_coronavirus
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMc2109975?query=featured_coronavirus
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The daily evidence digest collates recently released reports and 

evidence – provision of these links does not imply endorsement nor 

recommendation. 

 

Pre-peer review articles featured: 

• Non-pharmaceutical interventions, vaccination, and the Delta variant in England’s roadmap out of 

lockdown here 

• Humoral immunity six months after Pfizer vaccination here 

• A third COVID-19 vaccine shot and neutralising antibody potency and breadth here 

• Cardiac inflammation after mRNA vaccines here 

• The Australian health system response to COVID-19 after 80% vaccination coverage is achieved 

here 

Guidance and reports 

• The World Health Organization published updates of its: 

o Weekly epidemiological report on COVID-19 here 

o COVID-19 vaccine tracker here 

News and blogs 

• Australian outbreak surges as New Zealand sees first domestic cases in six months here 

• Learning to live with COVID-19 in the UK here 

• The NHS’s recovery from the elective care backlog here 

• Decades-old SARS virus infection triggers a potent response to COVID vaccines here 

 

 

Click here to subscribe to the daily evidence digest. 

 

 

Living Evidence Tables  

Living Evidence tables are up-to-date summaries of emerging evidence. Tables are available on 

COVID-19 transmission, SARS-CoV-2 vaccines, and variants of concern, post-acute sequelae of 

COVID-19 (PASC), and surgery and COVID-19. 

 

 

https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.08.17.21262164v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.08.15.21262067v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.08.11.21261670v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.08.12.21261955v1
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2021/health-system-response-covid-19-will-continue-long-after-we-reach-80-vaccination
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---17-august-2021
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/draft-landscape-of-covid-19-candidate-vaccines
https://www.bmj.com/content/374/bmj.n2050
https://blogs.bmj.com/bmj/2021/08/18/living-with-the-virus-lets-not-forget-government-accountability-amid-narratives-of-personal-responsibility/
https://blogs.bmj.com/bmj/2021/08/18/the-nhss-recovery-from-the-elective-care-backlog-must-begin-by-empowering-the-consumer/
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-021-02260-9
mailto:NSWH-CriticalIntelligenceUnit@health.nsw.gov.au
https://aci.health.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/critical-intelligence-unit/covid-19-transmission-flowchart
https://aci.health.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/critical-intelligence-unit/covid-19-vaccines
https://aci.health.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/critical-intelligence-unit/sars-cov-2-variants
https://aci.health.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/critical-intelligence-unit/post-acute-sequelae
https://aci.health.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/critical-intelligence-unit/post-acute-sequelae
https://aci.health.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/critical-intelligence-unit/living-evidence-surgery

