
   
 

 

Daily evidence digest  21 January 2022 

 

Rapid COVID tests, Omicron and therapeutic monoclonal antibodies, 
breakthrough infections, Omicron symptoms 

Peer reviewed journals featured: 
• A systematic review on rapid point-of-care tests for SARS-CoV-2 infections in children here 
• A narrative review on Omicron and therapeutic monoclonal antibodies here 
• A randomised controlled trial of boosters after Johnson & Johnson (Janssen) vaccine priming here 
• Observational studies on: 

o Rapid diagnostic testing for SARS-CoV-2 here 
o mRNA boosters against Omicron here 
o Clinical outcomes in hospitalised COVID-19 children and adolescents in six sub-

Saharan African countries here and associated editorial here  
• An editorial on the need to update the official list of COVID-19 symptoms here 
• Commentary on  

o Milder disease with the Omicron variant here  
o A health system strategy to safely provide surgical care during COVID-19 in the US here 

Letters and correspondence discussed: 
• Breakthrough infections with Omicron despite mRNA vaccine booster dose here 
• Effectiveness of mRNA vaccines in Qatar here 

Pre-peer review articles featured: 
• COVID-19 breakthrough infection after inactivated vaccination here 
• Omicron-associated changes in SARS-COV-2 symptoms in the UK here 
• The value of vaccine booster doses to mitigate the global impact of the Omicron variant here 
• Effectiveness of mRNA vaccines against Omicron among US Veterans here 
  

The daily evidence digest collates recently released reports and evidence – provision of these 
links does not imply endorsement nor recommendation. 

 

https://ebm.bmj.com/content/early/2022/01/04/bmjebm-2021-111828
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-021-01678-y
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2116747?query=featured_home%20
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMcp2117115?query=recirc_mostViewed_railB_article
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-021-01676-0
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2788373
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2788374
https://www.bmj.com/content/376/bmj.o121
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41577-022-00678-4
https://catalyst.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/CAT.21.0318
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(22)00090-3/fulltext#%20
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMc2117933?query=featured_home
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2022.01.17.22269415v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2022.01.18.22269082v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2022.01.17.22269222v1.full.pdf
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2022.01.15.22269360v1
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evidence – provision of these links does not imply endorsement nor 
recommendation. 

 

Guidance and reports 
• The World Health Organization published: 

o Rapid qualitative research to increase COVID-19 vaccination uptake here 
o A meeting report on managing the COVID-19 pandemic and preparing primary health 

care to meet future health needs here 
• The Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA) issued provisional approval to molnupiravir 

(LAGEVRIO) and nirmatrelvir + ritonavir (PAXLOVID) for use in oral COVID-19 treatment here 

News and blogs 
• Lateral flow tests in children fail minimum performance standards here 
• COVID-19 vaccine makers chase variant-ready vaccines here 
• How does Omicron spread so fast? here 
• NEJM audio interview on crushing the COVID-19 curve here 
 

Click here to subscribe to the daily evidence digest. 

 

 

Living Evidence Tables  

Living Evidence tables are up-to-date summaries of emerging evidence. Tables are available on 
COVID-19 transmission, SARS-CoV-2 vaccines, and variants of concern, post-acute sequelae of 
COVID-19 (PASC), surgery and COVID-19, rapid testing and risk mitigation strategies. 
 

 

https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/351117
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/351112
https://www.tga.gov.au/media-release/tga-provisionally-approves-two-oral-covid-19-treatments-molnupiravir-lagevrio-and-nirmatrelvir-ritonavir-paxlovid
https://www.bmj.com/content/376/bmj.o132
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41587-022-00001-5
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-022-00129-z
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMe2200865?query=featured_home
mailto:NSWH-CriticalIntelligenceUnit@health.nsw.gov.au
https://aci.health.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/critical-intelligence-unit/covid-19-transmission-flowchart
https://aci.health.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/critical-intelligence-unit/covid-19-vaccines
https://aci.health.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/critical-intelligence-unit/sars-cov-2-variants
https://aci.health.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/critical-intelligence-unit/post-acute-sequelae
https://aci.health.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/critical-intelligence-unit/post-acute-sequelae
https://aci.health.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/critical-intelligence-unit/living-evidence-surgery
https://aci.health.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/critical-intelligence-unit/living-evidence-rapid-testing
https://aci.health.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/critical-intelligence-unit/risk-mitigation-strategies-and-levers

